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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-18 are pending in tliis application. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



2. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



3. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

4. Claim 17 recites "a content acquisition program". A program is a software per se, 
and is not one of the statutory subject matter. See MPEP § 2106.01 . 

5. Claim 18 recites "program for performing". A program is a software per se, and 
is not one of the statutory subject matter. See MPEP § 21 06.01 . 



6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1, 6, 9, 14, 17, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
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subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

8. Claims 1, 6, 9, 14, 17, and 18 recite "undertaking some of functions of the 
content receiving side" as related to receiving a proxy device for receiving does not 
define what type of functions it is taking and renders the claims Indefinite. For 
examination purposes, undertaking some of functions of the content recelvlng-slde Is 
interpreted as being able to take load off of the content receiving-side. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following Is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, publislied under section 1 22(b), by 
anotlier filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

10. Claims 1-3, 5-11, 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Sato (US Patent # 7,299,271 B2, hereinafter Sato). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 1 , Sato discloses content acquisition method characterized 
by comprising: a file request information sending step of, in response to a request for 
content data (col. 2, lines 51-54), sending file request information that requests an 
acquire/use file storing acquire/use information including content data attribute 
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information, to an acquire/use information providing device (col. 2, lines 62-33, col. 3, 
lines 1-8), an information receiving step of, in response to said sent content data 
request, receiving via a proxy device for undertaking some of functions of the content 
receiving-side (col. 6, lines 17-23), said acquire/use file that stores content identification 
information and said attribute information of said content sent by said acquire/use 
information providing device data in a portion where such information is not removed 
when the acquire/use file passes through said proxy device (col. 6, lines 24-36, col. 2, 
lines 25-28, A proxy server that passes all requests and replies unmodified is called a 
gateway or tunneling proxy. Residential gateways are also l<nown as routers.), a content 
request information sending step of sending content request information requesting said 
content data to a content providing device according to said acquire/use information 
contained in said acquire/use file (col. 6, lines 50-55), and a content receiving step of 
receiving said content data sent by said content providing device in response to the 
transmission of said content request information (col. 7, lines 4-10). 

12. With respect to claim 2, Sato discloses said attribute information corresponding 
to said content data comprises data size information of said content data (col. 3, lines 
29-32). 

1 3. With respect to claim 3, Sato discloses a comparison step of comparing said data 
size information of said content data contained in said acquire/use file with the free 
space of a recording media to be used to record said content data upon reception (col. 
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4, lines 15-20), and a notification step of, based on the results of said comparison by 
said comparison step, notifying a lack of said free space in said recording media for 
storing the content data if said free space in said recording media is insufficient (col. 3, 
lines 37-41). 

14. With respect to claim 5, Sato discloses said information receiving step receives 
said acquire/use file sent in compliance with HTTP (Hyper Text Transfer Protocol) from 
said acquire/use information providing device, said acquire/use file storing said content 
identification information and said attribute information of said content data in its main 
section (col. 3, lines 29-36). 

15. With respect to claim 6, Sato discloses an acquire/use information providing 
method characterized by comprising: a request information receiving step of receiving 
file request information for requesting an acquire/use file that stores acquire/use 
information containing attribute information of content data, sent by a content acquisition 
device in response to a request for the content data by a content data acquisition device 
(col. 3, lines 22-27); and an information sending step of, in response to the received file 
request information, sending via a proxy device for undertaking some of the functions of 
the content receiving-side to said content acquisition device (col. 6, lines 17-23), said 
acquire/use file that stores content data content identification information and attribute 
information of the content data in a portion where such information is not removed when 
the acquire/use file passes through said proxy device (col. 6, lines 24-36, col. 2, lines 
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25-28, A proxy server that passes all requests and replies unmodified is called a 
gateway or tunneling proxy. Residential gateways are also known as routers.). 

16. With respect to claim 7, Sato discloses said attribute information corresponding 
to said content comprises data size information of said content data (col. 3, lines 29-32). 

17. With respect to claim 8, Sato discloses said information sending step sends said 
acquire/use file in compliance with HTTP (Hyper Text Transfer Protocol), said 

acquire/use file storing said content identification information and said data size 
information of said content data in its main section (col. 3, lines 29-36). 

1 8. With respect to claim 9, Sato discloses a content acquisition device characterized 
by comprising: a file request information sending means of, in response to a request for 
content data (col. 2, lines 51-54), sending file request information that requests an 
acquire/use file storing acquire/use information including content data attribute 
information, to an acquire/use information providing device (col. 2, lines 62-66, col. 3, 
lines 1-8), an information receiving means of, in response to said sent content data 
request, receiving via a proxy device for undertaking some of functions of the content 
receiving-side (col. 6, lines 17-23), said acquire/use file that stores content identification 
information and said attribute information of said content sent by said acquire/use 
information providing device data in a portion where such information is not removed 
when the acquire/use file passes through said proxy device (col. 6, lines 24-36, col. 2, 
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lines 25-28, A proxy server tliat passes all requests and replies unmodified is called a 
gateway or tunneling proxy. Residential gateways are also known as routers.), a content 
request information sending means of sending content request information requesting 
said content data to a content providing device according to said acquire/use 
information contained in said acquire/use file (col. 6, lines 50-55), and a content 
receiving means of receiving said content data sent by said content providing device in 
response to the transmission of said content request information (col. 7, lines 4-10). 

19. With respect to claim 10, Sato discloses said attribute information corresponding 
to said content data comprises data size information of said content data (col. 3, lines 
29-32). 

20. With respect to claim 1 1 , Sato discloses a comparison means of comparing said 
data size information of said content data contained in said acquire/use file with the free 
space of a recording media to be used to record said content data upon reception (col. 
4, lines 15-20), and a notification means of, based on the results of said comparison by 
said comparison means, notifying a lack of said free space in said recording media for 
storing the content data if said free space in said recording media is insufficient (col. 3, 
lines 37-41). 

21 . With respect to claim 13, Sato discloses said information receiving means 
receives said acquire/use file sent in compliance with HTTP (Hyper Text Transfer 
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Protocol) from said acquire/use information providing device, said acquire/use file 
storing said content identification information and said attribute information of said 
content data in its main section (col. 3, lines 29-36). 

22. With respect to claim 14, Sato discloses an acquire/use Information providing 
device characterized by comprising: a request information receiving means of receiving 
file request information for requesting an acquire/use file that stores acquire/use 
information containing attribute information of content data, sent by a content acquisition 
device in response to a request for the content data by a content data acquisition device 
(col. 3, lines 22-27); and an information sending means of, in response to the received 
file request information, sending via a proxy device for undertaking some of the 
functions of the content receiving-side to said content acquisition device (col. 6, lines 
17-23), said acquire/use file that stores content data content identification information 
and attribute information of the content data in a portion where such information is not 
removed when the acquire/use file passes through said proxy device (col. 6, lines 24- 
36, col. 2, lines 25-28, A proxy server that passes all requests and replies unmodified is 
called a gateway or tunneling proxy. Residential gateways are also known as routers.). 

23. With respect to claim 15, Sato discloses said attribute information corresponding 
to said content comprises data size information of said content data (col. 3, lines 29-32). 
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24. With respect to claim 16, Sato discloses said information sending means sends 
said acquire/use file in compliance with HTTP (Hyper Text Transfer Protocol), said 
acquire/use file storing said content identification information and said data size 
information of said content data in its main section (col. 3, lines 29-36). 

25. With respect to claim 17, Sato discloses a content acquisition program for 
performing: a file request information sending step of, in response to a request for 
content data (col. 2, lines 51-54), sending file request information that requests an 
acquire/use file storing acquire/use information including content data attribute 
information, to an acquire/use information providing device (col. 2, lines 62-66, col. 3, 
lines 1-8), an information receiving step of, in response to said sent content data 
request, receiving via a proxy device for undertaking some of functions of the content 
receiving-side, said acquire/use file that stores content identification information and 
said attribute information of said content sent by said acquire/use information providing 
device data in a portion where such information is not removed when the acquire/use 
file passes through said proxy device (col. 6, lines 24-36), a content request information 
sending step of sending content request information requesting said content data to a 
content providing device according to said acquire/use information contained in said 
acquire/use file (col. 6, lines 50-55), and a content receiving step of receiving said 
content data sent by said content providing device in response to the transmission of 
said content request information (col. 7, lines 4-10). 
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26. With respect to claim 18, Sato discloses an acquire/use information providing 
program for performing: a request information receiving step of receiving file request 
information for requesting an acquire/use file that stores acquire/use information 
containing attribute information of content data, sent by a content acquisition device in 
response to a request for the content data by a content data acquisition device (col. 3, 
lines 22-27); and an information sending step of, in response to the received file 
request information, sending via a proxy device for undertaking some of the functions of 
the content receiving-side (col. 6, lines 17-23) to said content acquisition device, said 
acquire/use file that stores content data content identification information and attribute 
information of the content data in a portion where such information Is not removed when 
the acquire/use file passes through said proxy device (col. 6, lines 24-36). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

27. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



28. Claims 4 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sato as applied to claims 1, 2, 9, and 10 in view of Dansie et al. (US Patent # 
7,308,487 B1, hereinafter Dansie). 



Application/Control Number: 10/564,414 
Art Unit: 4152 



Page 1 1 



29. With respect to claim 4, Sato does not disclose a determination step of, after 
receiving said content data, comparing the data size of received said content data with 
said data size information of said content data contained in said acquire/use file, and 
determining whether or not said content data is successfully received. 

In the same field of endeavor, Dansie discloses a determination step of, after 
receiving said content data, comparing the data size of received said content data with 
said data size information of said content data contained in said acquire/use file, and 
determining whether or not said content data is successfully received (col. 14, lines 67, 
col. 15, lines 1-8). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Sato with the teachings of 
Dansie in order to recognize that the file was interrupted or not complete while being 
transferred. 

30. With respect to claim 1 2, Sato does not disclose a determination means of, after 
receiving said content data, comparing the data size of received said content data with 
said data size information of said content data contained in said acquire/use file, and 
determining whether or not said content data is successfully received.. 

In the same field of endeavor, Dansie discloses a determination means of, after 
receiving said content data, comparing the data size of received said content data with 
said data size information of said content data contained in said acquire/use file, and 
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determining whetlier or not said content data is successfully received (col. 14, lines 67, 
col. 15, lines 1-8). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Sato with the teachings of 
Dansie in order to recognize that the file was interrupted or not complete while being 
transferred. 

31 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HO SHIU whose telephone number is (571)270-3810. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur (7:30am - 6:00pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on 571-272-3963. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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HTS 

03/26/2008 

/Nabil El-Hady, Ph.D, M.B.A./ 
Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4152 



